Intraoperative adjuvant radiotherapy for advanced cancers of the head and neck. Preliminary report.
We have reported the early local control and survival results of treatment of recurrent or metastatic head and neck tumors with intraoperative brachytherapy. All six patients were locally free of disease after curative surgery and intraoperative brachytherapy for 4 months to 1 year, whereas two of eight patients were alive at last follow-up at 7 and 8 months with some complications after palliative surgery and intraoperative brachytherapy. We advocate such a technique not only in hopelessly advanced tumors but also in less advanced tumors, as well as a definitively integrated plan of management. Doses of iodine-125 of up to 15,000 rads are safe and well tolerated, even in the presence of a past history of radiotherapy.